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A short note on the topic “Why Rigvedic River Saraswati is not a Mythical River” would 
explain my present views on the subject. Some scholars firmly believe that in Rigved, at many 
places, the feature Saraswati has been described in different fashion and hence it may not be a 
name of actual river but may be the name of some other character such as a woman. Some experts 
also feel that throughout the Rigved, there is no unified designation available about the character, 
Saraswati; some composers called it as Goddess, Mother or Sister and others termed it as a river or 
stream or flood and hence this variation creates confusion about it. In the beginning, first time when 
I read the literature on Rigved, I too started thinking that Saraswati may be a mythical river of 
Rigved. But when I questioned to myself several times, and searched for the answers for the same 
on my own, then I realised that Saraswati has to be the Real Mighty River of Pre-rigvedic time. 

My logical explanation begins with the Nadistuti Sukta wherein the names of the several 
rivers have been mentioned in the two verses of Hymn-10.75 (original Sanskrit verses 5 and 6 are 
given below). Please note that mandala-10 is the last mandala of Rigved, probably composed when 
river Saraswati had already disappeared (or got truncated) from Indian Sub-continent. 
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I asked many question to myself, “If Saraswati is not the river, then should not the other 
characters/names appearing in these two verses be the names of imaginary features but not the 
actual rivers?” It should be noted here that Saraswati has been mentioned as one among the 
similar features. If Saraswati of Mandala-10 is different from the feature of same name in other 
Mandalas, then why did the composer of these verses (Mandlala-10) use the term Saraswati at all? 

In verse, Rv-10.64,9 ; the characters Sindhu, Saraswati & Sarayu appear together. In Rv- 
10.65,13 features, Sindhu and Saraswati; are seen together. 

Then why should we target the rigvedic character Saraswati alone and define it as a Myth 
and deliberately exclude other similar characters? 

In some other mandalas, most of the characters mentioned in Rv-10.75,5 and 6 are treated as 
the rivers. What is wrong in extending the same benefit to a feature called Saraswati? As 
commented by many experts, the Rigvedic term, Sindhu can be a name of a river or a stream or a 
sea/ocean. Then “Why should we consider only Saraswati as the odd name out of all the 
aforementioned names that appear in the various verses of Mandala-10 and then selectively raise 
the doubt over it?” 

Specifically, Verses 5 and 6 of the hymn Rv-10.75 do not identify anyone of the 
characters mentioned, as the Mother or Goddess but all the characters (names of the various 
rivers) have been given equal treatment. Same thing holds good for the verses Rv-10.64,9 and 
Rv-10.65,13 where similar features have been treated at par. But in the four verses of Hymn, Rv- 
10.17; Verses 7, 8, 9 and 10, while talking only about the character, Saraswati; the Priests have 
given altogether different treament to it. In Mandala-10, the Priests have presented us two 
different shades of Saraswati. In one shade, when Saraswati is clubbed with other similar 
characters(along with many rivers as in the hymns Rv-10.64, 10.65, and 10.75) wherein it got 
general treatment from the Priests. But when it is described independently as in the Verses, Rv- 
10.17,7 to 10; the Priests have given special treament to it, very similar to the Hymns dedicated to 
it in Mandala-6(Rv-6.61) , and 7 (Rv-7.95 and Rv-7.96). Even verse, Rv-10.30,12; depicts 
Saraswati in a similar Fashion. In two Apris Hymns of Mandala-10, Saraswati is defined as the 



Goddess along with others. 

In Hymn Rv-1.03 of Mandala-1, which is also a late mandala, in verses 10, 11, and 12, 
Saraswati has been given special treatment by the composers. 

Whether it is Mandala-2( the Earliest Mandala as per me) or Mandala-10( the Last 
Mandala), the composers of different mandalas have highlighted the character, Saraswati more or 
less in the similar manner. I presume that the composition of Mandala-2 would have begun around 
2200 BCE(during the Mature Harappan period). In my view, Mandala-10, the Last mandala; would 
have been completed by 1000 BCE. In around 1200 years of rigvedic period, I find no major change 
in the views of the composers about Saraswati. When we take the Content of the Apris Hymns as 
the basis for evaluation of the Character Saraswati; then we notice that in all the Verses pertaining 
to Saraswati present in the Apris Hymns of various Mandalas, different composers of these hymns 
spoke in one voice/ one wavelength about the rigvedic feature Saraswati. What does it show? 
Hence I am very clear about the character, Saraswati that has been mentioned in various mandalas 
of Rigved, is one and the same. Had it not been so, then the content of Verses related to it in 
different Apris Hymns would have been totally different. No verse indicates adverse remark or U 
turn or diversion taken by any Priest in any Apris hymn but clearly indicates that everyone followed 
same dedicated path. However, with the change in time, location and the composers, some variation 
in description is seen here and there. But the final outcome is one and the same i.e. Saraswati is 
described as the Goddess/Sister. Mandala-2 composer first defined Saraswati as Mother, River 
and Goddess (Rv-2.41.16) in one go and other rigvedic composers have used it as the launch pad to 
start their compaign in favour of Saraswati in their own style and played around it whenever felt. 

“What made the rigvedic Priests to describe the term Saraswati as the Mother, River and 
Goddess?” The Scholars come and go but all scholars do not think alike. On the contrary, the 
rigvedic Priests, by and large, maintained consistency in their thinking and expression as well for 
almost 1200 years which is very long duration. In my view, Saraswati (a flowing stream) faithfully 
represents continuity in Evolution and Expression of the New thoughts/ideas in the unpolluted, 
unbiased but dedicated minds. 

Another Question came to my mind is that, “Why were the rigvedic Priests of different 
mandalas very particular or specific about the term Saraswati as the river and frequently defined it 
as the seven sisters/streams/floods?” Why did they use this term only for a flood/channel and not 
for a mountain or a Piece of Land/Plain area or for a Tree(similar to Bodhi-vriksha/Peepal tree of 
Buddha)? I mean various immovable things present in the surrounding of that time. 

My next question is, “Can we firmly say that in the last 5000 years, from the map of the 
world, no river/stream has disappeared or no new river/channel came into existance also?” As I 
have no answer for this, I believe that some natural event would have disturbed the flow of river. 

Take the case of river Ganga of India. Many Indians consider it as the Mother, also call it 
as Ganga Maiya in Hindi (Mother in English). Some even treat it as the Goddess and say Devi 
Ganga in Hindi(means Goddess). On its bank, people regularly perform Puja/worship and sing 
Songs/Arati/Prayers. Why is it so? Those who have doubt, may personally visit the places like 
Haridwar, Allahabad or Varanasi and witness the same. Please note that this is the current 
situation but has the tradition of many centuries, maybe more than 2000 years also. 

I see similarity between, the way the Indians/Hindus have treated the River Ganga in the 
past 3000 years and the way the Priests have described Saraswati in Rigved. Other than India, in 
no part of the world, so many religious ceremonies/functions are regularly held on the banks of 
the various rivers. I trace the origin of all these events in Rigved. This has definitely served an 
Eye-opener to me and forced me to change my view about the character called, Saraswati. 

Finally, with an open mind, I felt that, today, just because Saraswati does not exist in the 
world map as described in the Rigved, I should not treat it as the mythical river. 



